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Embezzlement 
May Go to Jury Today 



By JERRY KLINE 

Slif SUII TTHler 

The embezzlement trial of two 
former Defense Department offi- 
, cials in Alexandria Federal Dis- 
trict Court was expected to go | 
to the jury today. 

The defendants are William H. 
Godel, who was instrumental in 
1 setting up secret research proj- 
ects in Viet Nam, and John A. 
Wylie, who headed the Penta- 
gon’s budget and finance 
branch. They are accused of 
[using government- funds for 
their own needs. 

Sixteen persons, mostly char- 
acter witnesses, testified yester- 
day before the defense rested its 
case. The government then 
called eight rebuttal witnesses to 
end the j>ix days of testimony. 

Wylie’s attorney, James Fitz- 
Gerald, introduced a medical re- 
port stating that Wylie was 
discovered last year to have evi- 
dence of an "organic cerebral 
deficit" despite a “superior level 
of intelligence." He also suffered 
from hypertension, the physi- 
cians said. 

The examination, according to 
the report, indicated severe 
depression and an "anxiety neu- 
, rosis as a result of tension asso- 
; dated with work." 

In rebuttal to the medical tes- 
timony, Plato Cacheris, assist- 
ant U.S. attorney, introduced a 
^psychiatry report on examina- 
Itions of Wylie at St, Elizabeths 
Hospital in March. • , 

. The ’psychiatrists’ said that 
'Wylie was “without mental dis- 
order.’t -i^Sfe'.vH; 

• Earlier, a succession of char- 
acterv witueeses praised Godel, 


43, as a superior government 
worker who successfully carried 
out his Vietnamese assignments. 

Godel, who was a GS-18 with a 
$20,000 annual salary, was de- 
scribed as "one of the most dedi- 
cated people in the civil service" 
and a man whose reputation’ 
“was tops for integrity and de- 
votion to the U.S." 

Wylie was described as "an 
outstanding administrator” who 
carried out his job although he 
was “very much overworked.” 
One former associate comment- 
ed: “He’s obviously a man much 
older than his age., ' . 

Godel testified during the 
trial. Wylie did not. ; : v* /> .*.< 
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